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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, October 5, 2025
Acts 2:14-41
Life Group Leaders,

Beginning Sunday, October 12, the pastoral prayer time, usually led by Pastor Rob, will include an invitation to the congregation to take on a more physical posture of prayer. This might include inviting people to the stairs at the stage, taking a knee at one's seat, or moving to lay hands on someone that one might feel led to pray for. Would you please take a moment in your Life Groups this week to share this with the group and encourage participation beginning October 12? We will be making adjustments to the spacing of rows in the worship center to accommodate those who will want to participate in prayer in these new ways. 

Thank you for your servant leadership!

Connection Points
1. Osuch Baby Shower - Join us as we celebrate Eric and Raquel Osuch with a drop-in baby shower on Sunday, October 19, at 12:30 PM. Let’s encourage them with love and excitement as they prepare for their little goose's arrival. Please RSVP by Sunday, October 12.
2. Introduction to Worldview & Apologetics | New Discipleship Group begins October 15 - What do you believe? Why do you believe it? And how can you explain it to others? This six-week class will equip you to understand the foundations of the Christian worldview and learn how to defend the faith with gentleness and confidence.
Main Point
The gospel is the good news that through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, God offers us forgiveness and His Spirit, calling us to respond with repentance and faith.

Sermon Synopsis
The gospel is not advice, self-help, or religious performance, but the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection for our salvation. This good news exposes our deepest needs— forgiveness from God and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit—gifts that come freely through repentance, faith, and baptism. The church must remain unwavering in keeping the gospel central, for only the message of Jesus crucified, risen, and reigning has the power to pierce hearts and change lives.

Lean In
1. What’s some “good news” you’ve heard lately (a personal story, a headline, or something in your family)? Why was it easy to share with others?
Leader note: Today’s lesson takes us on a deep dive into the ‘good news’ of Jesus Christ. We will look at excerpts from Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 which sought to explain the coming of the Holy Spirit as described in 2:1-13.

Look Down
Read Acts 2:22-24, 32-33, 36
2. V. 23 says that the people knew about Jesus’ miracles, signs, and wonders—things God used to attest to who Jesus is. If they knew of these things, what do you think kept them from believing in Jesus in the face of those miracles?  

3. V. 24 says that ‘God raised him up, ending the pains of death.’  How does Jesus’ resurrection end the pains of death? And for whom? 
Leader note: Jesus’ resurrection ended the rule of death (Romans 6:9) and the pain of death (v.24) for anyone who believes in him. After you receive responses, ask the group: How would you bullet point the core components of the gospel?  
· Sin justly separates us from God (Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23a). 
· God loves us and sent Jesus to experience death in our place (Romans 6:23b; Romans 5:8; Colossians 1:22). 
· Peace with God and eternity with heaven is possible for those who make Jesus their master by turning away from their own way of living (repenting) and believing that God raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 10:9)

Read Acts 2:37-41
4. Drill down on the concept of repentance in v. 38. How is repentance best understood?  
Leader note: Repentance is more than feeling sorry. It involves a change of mind, heart, and direction—a turning away from sin and self-rule to God’s rule in Christ.  The Greek word metanoia literally means “a change of mind/thinking,” and implies a reorientation of the whole life from sin and self-direction to trust and obey Jesus as Lord. (Cf. 2 Corinthians 7:10; Romans 2:4)

Leader note: Offer to talk with anyone in your group who wants to know more about the gospel or who is not sure whether they have trusted Jesus for their salvation and been forgiven by Him.  
Look In
5. Why is this gospel still and always good news for believers?
Leader note:  The gospel is not just past (you received it) but present (you stand in it) and future (you are being saved).  The gospel not only saves but also trains us for godly living.  See 1 Corinthians 15:1–2 and Titus 2:11–14.

6. When was the last time God’s word cut you ‘to the heart’ the way it did for Peter’s listeners (v. 37)? What happened as a result?

7. For reflection: 

· In the passage, some people did not believe even though they witnessed miracles.  Is there something God is calling you to believe when He has made things obvious?  What’s holding you back?  
· In what areas of life are you relying on your own strength instead of the Spirit’s presence and power?

  
Look Out
8. What do you think most people outside the church understand about baptism?  What common misperceptions do you see?
Leader note: Many believe that baptism is necessary or part of the process for salvation.  As a follow-up ask: What scripture could you use to clarify this matter?  (Cf. Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; Luke 23:42-43; Acts 10:44-48 (Cornelius received the Holy Spirit before being baptized))


9. How might our church, Life Group, or we individually show the world a picture of being “cut to the heart” (v. 37) and being transformed?
 
Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. To what extent do you think people’s lives and the world would change if forgiveness was freely given? Why do you think so? What enables a person to forgive?
1. Do you think people need forgiveness from God?
1. Have you ever had a moment where you realized something in your life was off, and you didn’t know how to fix it? The people in Acts 2 felt ‘cut to the heart’ when they realized they were out of step with God, but they weren’t sure what to do next.
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